The effect of hypertonic saline dextran on whole blood coagulation.
Hypertonic saline dextran (RescueFlow) is being promoted for resuscitation from hypovolaemia following injury. We studied the in vitro effect on coagulation of serial dilutions of blood with this fluid. There was a mild procoagulant effect up to a dilution of 11% and an anticoagulant effect above this level, which rapidly increased so that coagulation was grossly deranged at a 15% dilution. Although the clinical significance of these findings is not yet known, it may suggest that for hypertonic saline dextran there is little to separate the top of the therapeutic window from the threshold of potentially serious adverse effects.